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The study of new social history highlights the creed that “the society is a 
community in which people live”，and tries to reproduce the historical framework of 
the development of the settlement in an empirical study. This essay attempts to 
reconstruct the progress of the community itself of the settlement in the midst of local 
history with the ancient steles and interviews which collected by the author in Sanxi 
village，Changle county， Fujian province，and to discover the characteristic of culture 
under the local background with the dispute of elements that conclude clans，belief，
marriage，subsistence and，etc. 
Sanxi village locates in Changle county，east of Fujian province，in which people 
move and the population increase，and becomes a pattern of which few Clans growing 
exuberantly while many others shrinking and margining gradually，among which the 
clans of Pan， Chen and Yang belong to the former and that of Ding，Dong and Liao 
inferred to the later by the reason of history and geography elements since Tang 
dynasty.  The organizations of every family which belong to certain clans play an 
extraordinary role in the process of the development of Sanxi. The formation of 
certain clan accompanies with the process in which the settlement of Sanxi shaped as 
a spatial entity. The distribution of local resources，moreover，altered with the 
changing of the leading power of the community，which reflects the subtle connection 
between the local authority and the progress of the settlement.  
First part of this essay mentions the reason of writing the paper and the 
methodology which contains the means of research and interview，and the academic 
reviewing of settlement study and social history. The second and third chapters，each 
discusses the process of which the settlements of Sanxi formatting a spatial entity 
gradually from a diachronic vision，and on the other hand，finds the cultural 
characteristics of the settlement as a whole，are the core of the entire narrative. The 
fourth chapter debates on the integrity of settlement from an angle of culture reason，
is based on the facts which being precise in the discussion of last two chapters. The 
final part is the fifth chapter， outlines the progress and pattern of development of 
Sanxi in history， and points the value and insufficiency of the study as a conclusion. 













目  录 
III 
目  录 
1  绪 论.....................................................................................................1 
1.1 写作缘起 .........................................................................................................1 




1.3 本课题研究的意义 .........................................................................................7 
1.4 研究方法 .........................................................................................................8 
1.4.1 文献方法................................................................................................9 
1.4.2 参与观察与访谈....................................................................................9 
2 乡村聚落的生长轨迹和空间构成 ......................................................10 
2.1 聚落概貌 .......................................................................................................10 
2.1.1 自然生态..............................................................................................12 
2.1.2 行政建制..............................................................................................13 









3 乡村聚落的文化模式 ..........................................................................27 


















3.2 信仰圈 ...........................................................................................................33 
3.2.1 宗族的信仰..........................................................................................38 
3.2.2 社区的信仰..........................................................................................39 
3.3 通婚圈 ...........................................................................................................41 
3.3.1 聚落内部的婚姻形态..........................................................................42 
3.3.2 大社区的通婚网络..............................................................................42 




4 聚落的文化理性 ..................................................................................47 
4.1 作为整体的社区 ...........................................................................................47 
4.2 虚构的历史与历史真实 ...............................................................................48 
4.3 小结................................................................................................................49 
5 结 论.....................................................................................................50 
参考文献...................................................................................................53 
附    录...................................................................................................56 
















1. Introduction......................................................................................... 1 
1.1 The reason of the study ..................................................................................1 
1.2 Academic review .............................................................................................2 
1.2.1 Settlement： as a space of direction of social history ..........................2 
1.2.2 Community： as methods of Study ......................................................3 
1.2.2 Historical anthropology & social history study of south area of China.5 
1.3 The meaning of the study ...............................................................................7 
1.4 Methodology....................................................................................................8 
1.4.1 Document research.................................................................................9 
1.4.2 Field-work and interview.......................................................................9 
2. The route along which a settlement developed and its space 
construction....................................................................................... 10 
2.1 General information of local environment .................................................10 
2.1.1 Natural environment and ecology........................................................12 
2.1.2 Human geography................................................................................13 
2.2 The procession of development....................................................................14 
2.2.1 Ecological environment .......................................................................14 
2.2.2 Irrigation system and subsistence ........................................................15 
2.2.3 The impact from the empire.................................................................18 
2.2.4 The authority of the local elite .............................................................19 
2.3 Centralization and order..............................................................................21 
2.3.1 The constitution of a primitive settlement ...........................................22 
2.3.2 The segregation and integration of the settlement ...............................24 
2.4 Conclusion .....................................................................................................25 
3. The pattern of culture in rural settlement...................................... 27 
3.1 Field of the Clan............................................................................................27 
3.1.1 The distinguishing of power among clans ...........................................28 
3.1.2 The reinforcement of the clans.............................................................29 
3.1.3 Tensions and integrations.....................................................................30 













Study of Social History of Settlement in East Fujian Province——A Case Study of Sanxi Village from a Historical 
Anthropology Viewpoint 
VI 
3.2.1 The belief of the clan ...........................................................................38 
3.2.2 The belief of the community................................................................38 
3.3 Marital circle .................................................................................................41 
3.3.1 The forms of marriage inside the settlement........................................41 
3.3.2 The network of marriage throughout the whole community ...............42 
3.4 Market system...............................................................................................42 
3.4.1 Commerce ............................................................................................43 
3.4.2 The output of Chinese labors ...............................................................45 
3.5 Conclusion .....................................................................................................45 
4. The culture reason of the settlement ............................................... 46 
4.1 The community as a whole...........................................................................46 
4.2 Fabricated reality..........................................................................................47 
4.3 Conclusion .....................................................................................................48 
5. General conclusions .......................................................................... 50 
Illustrations............................................................................................ 51 
References .............................................................................................. 54 





























































































1  绪 论 
1 
















































































Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
